
Second Sunday after Easter (4/18/21) 

 Jesus proclaims himself the Good Shepherd.  The image of the shepherd is a powerful 

one.  It makes you think of a trusted guide, a fearless defender, a caring provider.  Jesus is all of 

these things for us.  This title of shepherd - and the guidance, defending, and caring of Our Lord 

that flow from it - are intimately tied up in the passion, death, and resurrection.  Let us reflect on 

how Our Lord fulfills the ideals of the role of the shepherd, and also how we may be the sheep 

who know Him and who follow Him past the dangers of our life. 

 First of all let’s be clear - not all shepherds are “good.”  It is significant that Jesus defines 

himself as the “good” shepherd.  He then reflects on those who propose to care for the sheep, yet 

are not good.  They do not have a personal bond to their sheep, they do not place the welfare of 

the sheep over their own, they do not have the stamina or courage to guide, protect, and provide.  

He does not even call them shepherds - He does not honor them with the title - He calls them 

hirelings and says that they are not the shepherd of the sheep.  To be a shepherd requires a sense 

of responsibility and a unique relationship to the sheep.  Whether that shepherd is a leader of 

people, the parent in a family, the pastor of a parish, the bishop of a diocese, or the pope - to be a 

true shepherd involves a concern  an self-giving for the sheep.  Jesus fulfills this perfectly.  How 

can one not think of the passion and death when He says I lay down my life for my sheep; how 

can one not consider His years of public ministry, preaching, teaching, and healing as He says I 

know Mine and Mine know Me; how can one not reflect on His guidance as shepherd as one 

hears in the Epistle: Christ suffered for you leaving you and example, that you should follow in 

His steps; how can we fail to miss the fact that his care for His flock extends even beyond His 

death when he speak of the others that he must yet bring into his fold. 

 The Good Shepherd cared for the sheep while alive, gave His life willingly in sacrifice so 

that His sheep might be freed, and He could not stay parted from them after His death.  He rose 

from the dead so that he could be with them in a more powerful and lasting way - a way that is 

not centered on one figure in one place - but a mysterious presence that covers the whole face of 

the earth.  Look at what will happen shortly at this alter. Rather than us having to wait as the 

people of Jesus’ time did for Him to travel to their village, rather than waiting the many years in 

our day it would take to get a visit from the one God-Man Jesus Christ traveling around the 



world, He allowed his resurrection to transform Him in a way that permitted Him to be present at 

every Mass, residing in every Tabernacle, and mysteriously embodied in His Church.  In this 

way, the Good Shepherd still cares for the sheep.  He still guides through His voice expressed in 

the Sacred Scripture and Tradition and interpreted for us by the Holy Spirit acting through the 

Church.  He still defends us by the power of His presence in the Sacraments, by providing us a 

pathway from the everlasting sufferings of hell to the safety of His kingdom.  He advocates 

through His intercession on our behalf with the Father, and by His influence in the world, has 

averted many more dangers for us than we realize.  He still provides for us by giving us the 

manna that is His Body and Blood, by His raising up assistant shepherds for our needs, and by 

making possible for us to materially obtain the many things that we need to sustain us in life.  No 

shepherd ever died for his flock, and then pledged himself to an eternity of shepherding them 

after his death - it is unique, it is amazing, it is the most fantastic example of shepherding by the 

shepherd who would not let even death rob him of his office. 

 For our part, we must be good sheep.  Those sheep who have been appointed by Jesus 

with a role of shepherding must enflesh within the Body of Christ the presence of the Good 

Shepherd.  None are as perfect as he, none can do the job with the commitment and excellence of 

our Lord, but we all must pray for their fidelity to their role to ever grow and become effective.  

Our role as sheep involves praying for, assisting, and even expressing ourselves openly to these 

shepherds while continuing to remain obedient to the voice of the Good Shepherd when spoken 

through them.  All are sheep of the Good Shepherd, and all must seek to become the one fold that 

Jesus speaks of today - one fold obediently under the one Shepherd.  The courage of the 

shepherd, the docility of the sheep, the acceptance of the roles we have been assigned in the 

Body of Christ allows us to become one flock - and allows the flock to be a model to the world 

of listening to the voice of the Good Shepherd.  This is the shepherd who gave His life for us, 

this is the shepherd who provides for us, this is the shepherd who seeks to enlarge his fold 

continuously so that as many as possible may be saved.  Thanks be to our Good Shepherd, may 

He who protects, guides, and cares for us be ever praised in all nations.


